
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

            

 

  

 

PINNACLE SPONSOR 

SIGNATURE SPONSORS 

PRESENTING LAW FIRM 

GOLD SPONSORS 

SILVER SPONSORS 



 

 

AGENDA 
 

 

 

10:00 AM 
 

WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS 
Barry DuVal, President & CEO, Virginia Chamber of Commerce 
Paige Clay, Senior Partner, Mercer and Chair, Virginia Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors  

  

10:05 AM 
 

SPECIAL REMARKS 
Brent Archer, President & COO, Columbia Gas of Virginia 
  

  

10:10 - 
10:25 AM 

 

KEYNOTE REMARKS 
Ken Sullivan, President & CEO, Smithfield Foods 
 
Introduction by: Stewart Leeth, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs and Chief 
Sustainability Officer, Smithfield Foods and Co-Chair, Blueprint Virginia Corporate 
Sustainability and Environmental Executive Committee  
  

  

10:25 - 
11:05 AM 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – LEADERSHIP IS SUSTAINABILITY  
 
Moderated by: 

 Travis Wright, Vice President of Energy & Sustainability, QTS  
 

Panelists: 
 Mark Delisi, Vice President of Corporate Responsibility and Energy 

Management, AvalonBay Communities 
 Pat Lindner, Chief Innovation Officer and President, Consumer Packaging, 

WestRock  
 Kimberlee Pepple, Senior Director of Corporate Responsibility, Altria Client 

Services  
  

  

11:05 AM 
 

SPECIAL REMARKS 
John Hewa, President & CEO, Rappahannock Electric Cooperative  
  

  

11:10 - 
11:50 AM 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION – VIRGINIA’S ENERGY FUTURE  
 
Moderated by: Brooks Smith, Partner, Troutman Pepper LLP  
 
Panelists:  

 Melissa Adams, Chief Corporate Social Responsibility Officer, Washington 
Gas 

 Katharine Bond, Vice President – Public Policy & State Affairs, Dominion 
Energy  

 Andy Fioramonti, Energy & Infrastructure Solutions Business Unit, 
Commercial Director, TMEIC  

 Ben Saunders, Senior Manager, Solar Development, sPower  
  

  

11:50 AM 
 

KEYNOTE REMARKS 
Andrew Green, Director - Environmental Sustainability Office, Capital One   

  

 

12:00 PM 
 

 

     ADJOURN 
     Barry DuVal   



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Corporate Sustainability & Environmental Industry Council  
Executive Committee 

 
Melissa Adams, Washington Gas 

Lily Barrie, The Kraft Heinz Company 
Doug Baxter, Tyson Foods 

Katharine Bond, Dominion Energy 
Michael Cooper, TMEIC 
Larry Cummings, Trane 

Chris Davidson, WestRock 
Mark Delisi, AvalonBay Communities 

Jeffrey Dowdell, Avalon Energy Services 
Tammy Finley, Advance Auto Parts 

Brian Fratus, PPL 
Andrew Green, Capital One 

Dale Guidry, TMEIC 
Holly Hannold, ExxonMobil 

Deriece Harrington, PepsiCo, Inc. 
John Hewa, Rappahannock Electric Cooperative 

Nate Hill, Amazon 
David Hudgins, Old Dominion Electric Cooperative 

Eric Johnston, Coca-Cola Consolidated 
Matt Kellam, Dominion Energy 

Stewart Leeth, Smithfield Foods 
Susan Lorenz-Fisher, AmerisourceBergen 

Todd Marty, Coca-Cola Consolidated 
Jim McDonnell, Avalon Energy Services 

Anne Elisa McDonnell, Avalon Energy Services 
Christine McElhinney, AvalonBay Communities 

Mike Miller, Advance Auto Parts 
Cat Mosley, sPower 

Kimberlee Pepple, Altria 
Dane Ratliff, Flow Alkaline Spring Water 

Alex Schenck, PepsiCo, Inc. 
Sarah Schilling, Anheuser-Busch 
Joe Tannery, Dominion Energy 

Micah Thompson, Advance Auto Parts 
Chris Thompson, Interchange Group 

Elizabeth Tual, Devils Backbone Brewing Company 
Matt Wells, WestRock 

Brittany Whitlock, Kroger 
Christina Wilson, AvalonBay Communities 

 
 

 
 



 

 

2020 VIRGINIA CONFERENCE ON ENERGY DIVERSITY AND  
CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY  

Speaker Biographies  
 

 

 

 

Barry DuVal 
President & CEO 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce   
 
Barry DuVal was named president and CEO of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce on April 28, 2010. 

Under his leadership, the Chamber has become Virginia’s largest business advocacy group, growing from 847 
members in 2010 to more than 26,000 members today. In 2013, the Chamber produced Blueprint Virginia – the 
Commonwealth’s first comprehensive business-led initiative to provide direction and long-term economic 

development planning for Virginia. In 2017, the Chamber released an update to the original Blueprint, Blueprint Virginia 2025, which engaged 
over 6,000 business and community leaders from around the Commonwealth to build an action plan for strengthening Virginia’s economic 
competitiveness and getting Virginia back to the top of business climate rankings. 

Barry’s public service began in 1988 when he was elected to the Newport News City Council. In 1990 he was elected mayor of the city. He 
served as mayor from 1990 through 1996, when he stepped down to become the president and CEO of a regional economic development 
organization representing Southeast Virginia’s 1.6 million citizens. 

From 1998 through 2002 Barry served as the Secretary of Commerce and Trade for the Commonwealth of Virginia. During his term as 
Secretary, Virginia attracted a record-setting 1,500 economic development projects representing 156,850 new jobs and $13.7 billion in 
private investment. 

His private sector experience includes serving as president and CEO of DuVal Associates, Inc, a diversified real estate firm, from 1983-1996. 
Upon the completion of his term as the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, he served as president and CEO of Kaufman & Canoles 
Consulting, LLC, an economic development consulting firm specializing in public-private partnerships and strategic planning for business and 
government agencies. 

Barry holds a Master’s (MLS) from American University Washington College of Law and a BS from James Madison University. 

 
 

Paige Clay  
Senior Partner, Mercer 
Chair, Virginia Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
 

Paige is a Mercer Senior Partner and leads the Mid-South market inclusive of Kentucky, Tennessee, the Carolinas, 
and Virginia. She manages a number of the firm’s largest clients with representation in the following industries: 
insurance and financial services, manufacturing, retail/distributors, healthcare, higher education, energy, and 
government contracting. Mercer is a global consulting leader in advancing the health, wealth, and careers of over 115 

million people around the world and is a wholly owned subsidiary of Marsh & McLennan Companies (NYSE: MMC), the leading global 
professional services firm in the areas of risk, strategy, and people.  
 
Paige has more than 23 years of financial services experience as a senior executive in finance, operations, call centers, and human 
resources. Prior to joining Mercer, Paige was SVP, Global Human Resources at Encore Capital Group and Chief People Officer at Capital 
One Bank where she demonstrated success with acquisition integration, strategy creation, talent assessment and development, project 
management, and process improvement.  
 
Before Paige’s career shift to human resource roles, she was VP of Operations running large customer service/sales call centers in Virginia 
and Florida for Capital One. She started her career at Signet Bank as a management trainee, later was a retail bank district manager, a small 
business lender and account manager, and led sales on the leadership team for Signet’s small ticket leasing business.  
 
Paige currently serves on the Executive Committee of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce Board as Chair for 2020 and on the Advisory 
Board of SingleStone Consulting. She is past Treasurer of the Board of Family Lifeline and served on the Virginia Advisory Board of South 
State Bank.  



 

 
Paige obtained her bachelor’s degree in finance from Virginia Tech and a master’s degree in business administration from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. She is certified by the Society for Human Resources Management (SHRM) as a Senior Professional in Human 
Resources (SPHR). 
 
Paige enjoys leisure reading, international travel, snow skiing, water sports, and time with friends and family. She spends her time between 
Richmond, Virginia and Treasure Island, Florida. 
 

 
 

Brent Archer  
President & COO 
Columbia Gas of Virginia 
 
Brent Archer has served as President of Columbia Gas of Virginia since April 2015. In March 2018 he assumed the 
additional role of Chief Operating Officer and is responsible for overall Virginia operating company performance. With 
headquarters in Chester, Columbia Gas of Virginia operates more than 5,000 miles of natural gas lines and seven 
regional offices, serving nearly 275,000 residential, commercial and industrial natural gas customers in 91 
communities across Virginia. 

  
Archer has served in a variety of leadership positions at the Columbia Gas companies. Prior to being named President and COO, he served 
as Director of Business Policy, having responsibility for the company’s legislative, regulatory and customer energy efficiency programs. He 
has nearly 35 years’ experience in the natural gas industry in communications, government policy and regulatory affairs, beginning his career 
with Columbia Gas in 1986.   
 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism from Marshall University, and an MBA from the West Virginia University Graduate College. 
He is the Immediate Past President of the Virginia Oil & Gas Association and he currently serves as Chairman of the Board for the 
Chesterfield County Food Bank. He is a 2009 graduate of Lead Virginia, and additionally serves on the Board of Directors of the Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce and the Virginia Business Council. Archer and his wife Dr. Andrea Archer and their two children live in Midlothian VA.  
 
Columbia Gas of Virginia is a subsidiary of NiSource (NYSE: NI), one of the largest fully-regulated utility companies in the United States, 
serving approximately 3.5 million natural gas customers and 500,000 electric customers through its local Columbia Gas and NIPSCO brands 
across seven states. 

 
 

Stewart Leeth 
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs and Chief Sustainability Officer 
Smithfield Foods 
 

Stewart Leeth serves as vice president of regulatory affairs and chief sustainability officer for Smithfield Foods, 
Inc. In this role, Leeth leads company-wide regulatory initiatives and directs the company’s sustainability program. 
This program focuses on animal welfare, employee relations, environmental stewardship, food safety and quality, 
and community development. He is also responsible for legal affairs for Smithfield’s hog production division and 
serves as vice president of the Smithfield Foundation.  

 
 Leeth originally joined Smithfield Foods in 2008 and has worked in several capacities for the company. Most recently he served vice 
president of regulatory affairs and sustainability. He also held the position of assistant vice president of environmental and corporate affairs 
and senior counsel.  
 
 Prior to joining Smithfield Foods, Leeth was a partner at the Virginia law firm of McGuireWoods, where he represented the firm’s clients 
before federal and state courts and agencies in matters involving major federal and state environmental statutes, water rights disputes, cost 
recovery and contaminated property litigation, rulemaking, and permitting. He also focused on state and local government matters and land 
use disputes.   
 
 Leeth formerly served as Assistant Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Virginia, representing a variety of state agencies and also 
served as a law clerk to Judge Claude Hilton of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. Leeth is a graduate of the University 
of Richmond School of Law and earned a bachelor of arts degree in international studies from the University of Richmond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Ken Sullivan 
President & CEO 
Smithfield Foods 
 
Ken Sullivan joined Smithfield Foods in 2003 and assumed the role of President and Chief Executive Officer, in 2016. 
Based at the global food company’s headquarters in Smithfield, Virginia, he guides its vision and strategic direction 
across operations in the United States, Poland, Romania, the United Kingdom, and joint ventures in Mexico.  
 

Mr. Sullivan drives a culture of continuous improvement by championing the company’s three guiding principles of Responsibility, Operational 
Excellence, and Innovation. He has focused on growing Smithfield’s business in a sustainable way through robust animal care, community 
involvement, employee safety, environmental, and food safety and quality programs. 
 
A Virginia native, Mr. Sullivan graduated from Virginia Commonwealth University in 1988 with a Bachelor of Science in accounting. He joined 
public accounting and consulting firm Arthur Andersen that year, becoming a certified public accountant in 1989. Based in Washington, D.C., 
Mr. Sullivan served a variety of clients in manufacturing, technology, and government contracting. He has also served as chief auditor for The 
Pittston Company.  
 
At Smithfield, the world’s largest pork processor and America’s largest hog producer, Mr. Sullivan has held positions with broad responsibility 
across the enterprise, including chief accounting officer, senior vice president of finance and chief accounting officer, chief financial officer, 
and chief operating officer. 
 
He is an active member of various community and professional organizations, including the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants, Benedictine Educational Foundation, Richmond Management Roundtable, and the Virginia Society of Certified Public 
Accountants. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Travis Wright 
Vice President of Energy and Sustainability  
QTS 
 

Travis Wright joined QTS in 2014, and is the Vice President of Energy and Sustainability where he manages utility 
procurement and energy efficiency programs. He also sits on the site selection team where he negotiates new-site 
infrastructure agreements and tax incentives, and fosters government relations.  
 

Prior to this position Travis was the Site Director leading operations at the QTS Mega facility in Irving, TX. In his first year with QTS, he hired 
and developed the entire operations team, created the operational structure, and led the site from a bare shell to one of the largest and most 
impressive data centers in Texas. Travis grew to direct both the Irving, TX site and the new QTS Fort Worth Mega Facility. 
 
Prior to joining QTS, Travis managed huge facilities in the semiconductor industry with Western Digital and STMicroelectronics.   
 
Travis holds a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from Marquette University and he is a Six Sigma green belt as well as a Certified Energy 
Manager.  D CEO Magazine named him as one of the most influential business leaders in North Texas four times in a row, and in 2019 Data 
Economy named Travis to the Climate 50 – The World’s Top Most Influential Climate Leaders In Data Centers And Cloud . 
 
 

 
 

Mark Delisi 
Vice President of Corporate Responsibility and Energy Management 
AvalonBay Communities 
 
Mark is Vice President of Corporate Responsibility and Energy Management at AvalonBay Communities, an equity 
Real-Estate Investment Trust in the business of developing, redeveloping, acquiring and managing over 280 
apartment communities in leading metropolitan areas in New England, the New York/New Jersey Metro area, the 
Mid-Atlantic, the Pacific Northwest, and the Northern and Southern California regions of the United States.   
 

He leads AvalonBay’s environmental, social and governance (ESG) program, and is responsible for the Company’s utility procurement and 
strategy.  In addition, he is responsible for interacting with AvalonBay stakeholders and investors on the Company’s commitment to 
Corporate Responsibility, and the transparent reporting of AvalonBay ESG data. 
 
Prior to joining AvalonBay, Mark spent 17 years at Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC), where he most recently led their global Corporate 
Responsibility program.   
 
Mark holds a Bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering and a Master of Arts in Theological Studies from the University of Dayton.  He 
lives in Leesburg, VA, with his wife and three children. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Pat Lidner 
Chief Innovation Officer and President, Consumer Packaging 
WestRock 
 
 

Patrick Lindner serves as WestRock’s chief innovation officer and president of Consumer Packaging. In his role, Pat 
leads WestRock’s innovation and sustainability efforts as well as the company’s consumer packaging business. 
 
Previously, Pat served as executive advisor to private equity firm New Mountain Capital and chief operating officer 

for W.L. Gore & Associates. Prior to joining W.L. Gore, he served in various leadership roles with E. I. Du Pont De Nemours and Company, 
including as president, DuPont Performance Polymers.  
 
Pat earned a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from Hamilton College and a PhD in Chemistry from Dartmouth University. He has a passion for 
innovation, diversity and inclusion as well as environmental sustainability as drivers of exceptional business performance. 
 
 
 
 

Kimberlee Pepple 
Senior Director of Corporate Responsibility 
Altria Client Services  
 
Kimberlee Pepple serves as Senior Director, Corporate Responsibility for Altria Client Services (ALCS). In this role, 
she leads enterprise strategy, engagement and reporting to address environmental and social issues important to 
Altria and its many stakeholders.  
 

Since joining the Altria family of companies in 2011, Kimberlee has held a variety of roles in Brand Management, Corporate Communications 
and Corporate Affairs Research and Responsibility. Prior to joining Altria she worked in agency research roles, delivering strategic 
communications insights to clients such as AT&T and Cisco.  
 
Kimberlee is a graduate of the University of Missouri School of Journalism, where she earned her Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees. She also 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. 
 
 

John Hewa 
President & CEO 
Rappahannock Electric Cooperative  
 

John D. Hewa is REC's President and Chief Executive Officer. Hewa has more than 20 years of leadership 
experience in the electric utility industry with an emphasis in technology and management of public and 
cooperative power utilities. His experience also spans technical and executive roles managing electric, water, 
wastewater, and wireless and fiber optic telecommunications systems. 

Hewa holds a deep appreciation for the cooperative business model. He has served as the CEO of electric cooperatives in Texas and Florida 
and as vice president of research, engineering, and technical services at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) in 
Arlington, Virginia. At NRECA, Hewa and his teams worked to advance the adoption of beneficial smart grid technologies among the nation's 
electric cooperatives focusing on reliable, resilient and clean and distributed energy tech adoption. At NRECA, he also worked with federal 
agencies including the RUS and DOE to address co-op technical regulatory issues. Prior to his cooperative career, Hewa managed the 
utilities department for the City of Manassas, Va. and served as director of engineering for BTES, an electricity distributor in the Tennessee 
Valley region. 

Hewa serves as chair of the Board of Directors of the U.S. Energy Storage Association, a non-profit organization in Washington, working with 
utilities, industry, and stakeholders to promote the adoption of energy storage technologies. From 2013-2020, he also served on the Board of 
Directors of the Smart Electric Power Alliance, an educational non-profit headquartered in Washington, DC, working to advance the 
integration of clean energy solutions and smart technologies into the grid. Hewa is a director on the Board of the Virginia Chamber of 
Commerce looking out for Virginia's businesses interests, and is a Board member of the Fredericksburg Regional Alliance promoting 
economic development across the region. 

Hewa holds a Bachelor of Science in electrical engineering and a Master of Science in engineering management from the University of 
Tennessee. He also earned his Doctor of Engineering at George Washington University focusing on engineering management, researching 
and modeling energy storage for electric cooperatives in the PJM structured wholesale electricity market. Hewa is a registered professional 
engineer. 

 



 

Brooks Smith 
Managing Partner 
Troutman Pepper LLP 
 
Brooks is managing partner of Troutman Pepper’s Richmond office, which has over 130 attorneys spread out over 
the full array of practice areas, as well as the Strategies group, which is the firm’s full-service government relations 
subsidiary.  Brooks helps to lead the firm’s environmental and natural resources practice group, which spans offices 
from coast to coast.  Prior to joining Troutman in August 2013, Brooks co-chaired the global environmental practice 

at Hunton & Williams (now Hunton Andrews Kurth).   Brooks is widely recognized for his work, both locally and nationally.  He is top ranked 
by Chambers USA, Best Lawyers, Super Lawyers and the Virginia Legal Elite.  He has also been recognized as a Leader in the Law by 
Virginia Lawyers Weekly and one of the country’s 50 Energy & Environmental Trailblazers by the National Law Journal.  Most recently, he 
was included in the Virginia 500 – The 2020 Power List by Virginia Business Magazine.  Brooks has written and spoken extensively on 
developments arising under the Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, NEPA and other environmental laws. In addition, he has chaired 
several national conferences and given more than 300 presentations to audiences across the United States and Canada. 
 
Brooks is also deeply committed to the local community.  He has served in leadership positions on over 10 boards, including Maymont, the 
Valentine, CultureWorks, the VCU Rice Rivers Center, and the Capital Region Land Conservancy.  For six years, Brooks contributed essays 
and poems on WCVE Public Radio through a commentary series called Rediscovering Richmond.  Many of those commentaries have since 
been compiled into books accompanied by vintage photographs from the Richmond Times-Dispatch, the Dementi family and other local 
collections.    

 
 
 

 

Melissa Adams 
Chief Corporate Social Responsibility Officer 
Washington Gas  
 
Ms. Adams is Chief Corporate Social Responsibility Officer for Washington Gas and WGL.  WGL and its regulated 
natural gas utility Washington Gas, which serves more than 1.2 customers across D.C., Maryland and Virginia, 
are wholly-owned subsidiaries of AltaGas.    
  
Ms. Adams’ role includes formulating ESG strategy, policy, and programs that drive sustainable business  
practices for the benefit of WGL and the communities it serves. Key areas of focus include minimizing the effects 
the business has on the environment through both internal operations and customer facing programs, as well as 

advancing social equity objectives in the company’s business practices.  Prior to leading this new function, Ms. Adams was Division Head for 
Utility Sales, Economic Development and Corporate Sustainability.  Ms. Adams began her career at WGL as Chief Investor Relations Officer.    
  
Prior to joining WGL, Ms. Adams led the Investor Relations function for a vertically integrated Fortune 500 energy company and was the 
founding Principal of an energy and environmental consulting practice that provided strategic management, public affairs, and 
communications support to government, association and corporate clients.  She began her energy career at the Edison Electric Institute.     
Ms. Adams has served and continues to serve on many appointed national and regional commissions, associations, and task forces devoted 
to addressing climate change and greenhouse gas emissions.  She is a current board member of the Business Council for Sustainable 
Energy and the Arlington Chamber of Commerce.  She is a member of Leadership Greater Washington and Lead Virginia and a graduate of 
The George Washington University. 
 
 
 

Katharine Bond 
Director of Transition & Employment Programs 
Virginia Department of Veterans Services  
 
Katharine Bond is Vice President-Public Policy & State Affairs at Dominion Energy.    
 
Bond is responsible for state and local affairs, government relations and the corporate public policy function at 
Dominion Energy. She also is responsible for all aspects of the organization’s state government relations 
activities, including developing and implementing state strategic and tactical plans to include local legislative and 
regulatory entities.  

 
After joining the company 1999, Bond spent 11 years in various financial planning roles including mergers and acquisition analysis, asset 
valuation, budgeting and forecasting. In 2011, she became a project director for corporate governance, compliance and law. Three years 
later, she was named director of public policy and executive director of the Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation and, in 2016 she was 
promoted to senior policy director-Public Policy & State and Local Affairs.   
 
She serves as a Board member on the Longwood University Board of Visitors, the Solar and Energy Storage Development Authority of 
Virginia and was recently appointed by the Senate of Virginia to the Clean Energy Advisory Council.  She also serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Virginia Chamber of Commerce and on the Leadership Committee for the Northern Virginia Technology Council’s 



 

Sustainable Energy Committee.  She represents Dominion Energy on the Virginia Manufacturers Association energy committee and on the 
Edison Electric International external affairs executive advisory council.  She is an active community volunteer serving on the Board of 
Directors for The Maymont Foundation and Voices for Virginia’s Children.  
 
She has a Bachelor’s degree from Longwood University in Business Administration with a concentration in Finance and a Master’s Degree 
from Virginia Commonwealth University in Finance.  She is a member of the 2015 class of Developing the Dominion Leader, the 2016 class 
of LEAD Virginia, and the 2018 class of the Virginia Executive Institute 
 
 
 
 

    Andy Fioramonti 
Energy & Infrastructure Solutions Business Unit, Commercial Director 
TMEIC 
 
Andy Fioramonti serves as the Commercial Director for TMEIC Corporation’s Energy and Infrastructure 
Solutions business unit.  Under Andy’s leadership, his team has been involved in 13 Gigawatts of utility scale PV 
projects in the US.  Andy joined TMEIC in 2009 and he is responsible for the sales and sales engineering teams 
that service the Renewable, Oil and Gas, Mining and other large commercial sectors.   
 
Andy’s entry into the solar market began in 2006 as a product manager for a chemical company that was 

supplying electroplating solutions to solar module manufacturers.  He also spent some time in project development in the NY market before 
joining TMEIC.  Prior to entering the renewable energy sector, Andy served as the Engineering Director and Manufacturing Superintendent at 
the largest independent circuit board manufacturer in the US.  Andy is originally from Long Island and holds a BS in Chemical Engineering 
from Northeastern University.  
 
 
 
 

Ben Saunders 
Senior Manager, Solar Development 
sPower 
 
Ben is a senior solar developer with sPower, a leading renewable energy developer and independent power 
producer based in Salt Lake City with an office in Richmond.  Ben is responsible for sPower’s PJM development. 
Previously, Ben served as permitting project manager, responsible for permitting, entitlement and environmental 
compliance efforts for sPower’s eastern U.S. projects. He recently helped lead efforts to gain approval for the 500 
MW Spotsylvania Solar Energy Center. Once constructed, it will be the fifth largest solar facility in the United 
States and the largest east of the Rockies. 

 
Prior to joining sPower, Ben was a senior environmental auditor and a siting and permitting consultant at Dominion Energy. He has extensive 
experience with development, environmental compliance and permitting in Virginia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia 
with a focus on high voltage transmission system projects, natural gas transmission and power generation facilities. Ben holds a B.A. in 
Political Science from Sewanee: The University of the South and a Master of Science degree in Environmental Studies from Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
 

 
Andrew Green 
Director – Environmental Sustainabilty Office  
Capital One 
 
Andrew Green leads the Capital One Environmental Sustainability Office (ESO) which is responsible for climate 
and environmental sustainability strategy, initiatives, and reporting for the company. He has been with Capital One 
for 15 years and prior to his sustainability role, spent six years with the corporate real estate team, Workplace 
Solutions (WPS) where he managed a team of analysts on the WPS portfolio strategy team. He held a variety of 
roles within Capital One before joining WPS, including working on the integration team for the Chevy Chase Bank 
acquisition, card marketing project management, and process management roles. 

      
Before joining Capital One, Andrew began his career with Jones Media Incorporated as a marketing and operations manager for the 
company’s western North Carolina newspapers. 
      
Andrew earned his undergraduate degree from Appalachian State University where he studied political theory and psychology. He is a 
CoreNet Global MCR graduate and a LEED Green Associate. He co-chairs the Tysons (Virginia) Partnership Sustainability Council and 
represents Capital One on the Plano (Texas) Sustainability Forum. 


